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Winner of the 1% Outstanding Students Award
Founding President of the Hong Kong Outstanding Students' Association
Founding Member of the Youth Arch Foundation

Rizal Kam “A letter to all OSArs”

The Hong Kong Outstanding Students Award is unique and influential to many of us. The
different stages of my involvement started with my being a lucky recipient of the award
in 1985. The Award included a trip to Osaka, Japan and the week-long journey nurtured
great friendships that lasted for more than 30 years. Our identity as awardees and the
fellowship developed prompted us to think what we as a group can offer to our society.

In 1987, together with a few recipients from the first two years of the Award, | founded the Hong Kong Outstanding
Students' Association (“OSA”) with the aim to serve the Hong Kong community by organizing and participating in
different forms of social services. It was much easier back then to organize annual activities for the Association. We
did not have many benchmarks to measure against nor much debate about what needed to be achieved. Simple
visits to the home for the elderly and Vietnamese refugee camps were all we did before | handed the helm over to
the next board.

As the Association grew over time, the need to cater for the diverse interests of its members and to "excel" the
previous milestones compelled the Association to evolve and progress to more differentiated positioning as
compared to other student organizations. Interflow camps, mentorship programs, the Hong Kong Youth Summits
and many external projects helped to gradually build up OSA’s rapport with the local secondary school community.
Upon college graduation, career exploration and hectic work life limited my participation in OSA but | am always
confident that each new board will bring OSA to new heights and the affinity for OSA and our friendship will
continue.

In 2010 when the current Youth Arch Foundation (“YAF”) took over the organizing of the Hong Kong Outstanding
Students Award and Youth Arch Student Improvement Award, | was reconnected with the OSAr family through
Angela, Norris, Patrick and Edgar. The genuine and dedicated mission to continue these Awards and thus recruiting
new members to OSA unleashed my passion for the YAF work. The priorities are clear - that we are to improve the
two core Awards and exploit the huge potential and resources of our network of over 900 OSAr members to their
best use. .

As one of the adjudicators of this year’s Hong Kong Outstanding Students Award final selection interview, | am
gratified to meet a diverse pool of new talents with all rounded calibre and strong determination to serve the
community. What is more encouraging is that we were able to engage more active participation from former OSArs
in our activities. "A Day In the Life Of A University Student" is an excellent example of the scalable platform that we
can leverage from our network resources. Students from over a hundred local secondary schools participated, many
of whom are recipients of the Youth Arch Student Improvement Award, to experience what it is like to be a university
student. We need more of such instigative ideas that would help us make larger positive impacts to the student
community. Bring your family to join our activities and let’s co-create unique experiences. See you all soon!

Rizal Kam
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